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Purpose of the workshop: 
 
The primary objective of this panel on "geopolitics of development" is to feed into the 
work on this emerging theme by mobilising the political economy of development in the 
broad sense. The workshop will pay particular attention to work that contributes to the 
renewal of approaches and/or mobilises interdisciplinary crossovers (institutionalist 
economics, international political economy, international relations, but also sociology, 
anthropology, geography, history, law, political science, etc.). 
The aim here is to take into consideration a major renewal of international economic 
and development issues when geopolitics has come to the fore since the end of the 
period of hyperglobalization (1990-2008) (Subramanian et al., 2023), followed by a 
period of major uncertainty characterised by the return of wars and imperialism, the 
retreat of multilateralism, the advent of a multipolar world and a secular trend of 
stagnation in a context of climate crisis. 
This renewal is taking place on two levels: that of the recomposition of international 
economic relations, on the one hand; that of the theoretical field of international 
economics and international political economy (and related sub-disciplines), on the 
other. 

1- On the one hand, international economic relations and development policies 
have been largely recomposed since the global financial crisis of 2008. The supposed 
virtues of liberal globalization and strategies based on the Washington Consensus are 
strongly questioned. The rise of the BRICS and, more broadly, of the Global Souths, 
has fuelled a growing challenge to the traditional hegemonies and structural 
asymmetries that have characterised the international order since the end of the Cold 
War, while the structure of international trade has changed. At the same time, the 
eruption of new global challenges (climate, health, energy, cyber security and 
democracy) has revealed the limits of global governance based on a multilateralism 
that is now in crisis and incapable of providing answers to systemic vulnerabilities. 
Finally, this new context has profoundly revived the challenge of sovereignty in 
developing economies. 

2- On the other hand, a rich and diverse set of concepts, theories and critical 
analytical approaches has recently developed to interpret the new dynamics at work 
and the current changes in the world economy (Gereffi et al., 2025; Germann, 2023; 
Babić et al., 2022; Rosenberg & Kurki, 2021; Cafruny et al., 2016; Pistor, 2025). This 
work profoundly renews the analysis of power relations (Hameiri & Jones, 2024) and 
contemporary forms of dependence (Katz, 2022; Magnin et al., 2018), the concept of 
development (Munck, 2018; Makki, 2015) and conflictual dynamics (Antunes de 
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Oliveira et al., 2023), and invite us to rethink their articulation with more traditional 
approaches, whether it is structural power à la Susan Strange, center-periphery and 
Marxist analyses (Desai, 2013), regulationist perspectives (Boyer, 2018), or post-
Keynesian macroeconomics (Lavoie et al., 2021) highlighting the importance of 
distributive conflicts. The resurgence of geoeconomics, which conceives of economic 
power as a strategic instrument and analyses sanctions, asymmetric 
interdependencies, and technological fragmentation, is an emblematic manifestation 
of this. 
Recent work on Global Value Chains (GVCs) and Global Production Networks (GPNs) 
(Selwyn et al., 2025; Pavlínek, 2024), as well as post-colonial approaches (Biekart et 
al., 2024; Esteva & Dix, 2022), highlight the reconfiguration of productive and 
extractivist interdependencies (Gabor & Braun, 2025) in a context of intensified 
geopolitical rivalries (Warnecke-Berger & Ickler, 2023; Ellner, 2020; Clapp & Helleiner, 
2025). 
 
This movement of theoretical renewal also affects the perspectives inspired by Latin 
American neo-structuralism, which have reintroduced questions of productive 
asymmetries, external constraints and technological dependence at the heart of 
development analysis (de Borja Reis & Cardoso, 2020), as well as approaches in terms 
of the diversity of capitalisms (Ebenau et al., 2015), now mobilised to understand the 
geoeconomic competition between blocs (Power,  2019). 
 
Finally, international monetary and financial transformations have given rise to major 
contributions, Perry Mehrling's Global Credit View, Graeber's theory of debt, work on 
the international monetary hierarchy (Prates, 2020) and analyses of international 
financial subordination (Alami et al. 2023), have profoundly renewed the study of 
structural dependencies within a globalised financial system,  dominated by the dollar 
and the new imperial desires. 
 
Submission procedures and timetable: 
 
To feed one or other of these levels of reflection on the geopolitics of development, 
proposals for papers, in English or French, of one page (including 5 references), should 
be sent to the following three addresses before March 21, 2026, indicating that you are 
submitting to the Geopolitics of Development open workshops: 
 
bjetin@yahoo.fr elsa.lafayedemicheaux@inalco.fr jean-francois.ponsot@univ-
grenoble-alpes.fr 
 
Responses will be sent to you by April 15, 2026. 
 
They must also be submitted via the platform: https://afep2026.sciencesconf.org by 
choosing the workshop "Geopolitics of Development" at the time of submission. 
The complete papers are expected in May 2026, to be posted on the congress website 
(unless otherwise advised by the authors). 
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